Subject: Coding missing or dots (.) in STATA
Posted by shujaat.smc@gmail.com on Mon, 26 Oct 2020 13:38:59 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Dear DHS Representative,

| have a question about the following Stata command that | copied from Git-Hub;

/ltetnaus toxoid injections

recodeml_1(0189.=0"n0") (1/7 =1 "yes"), gen(rh_anc_toxinj)
recodeml_1(0189.=0"No") (1/7 =1 "Yes"), gen(rh_anc_toxinj)

replace rh_anc_toxinj = . if age>=period

label var rh_anc_toxinj "Received 2+ tetanus injections during last pregnancy"

Q; Is this is permissible that labeling the dots (.) which stata shows as "missing” in its codebook
command, that we assign the value of zero since zero in many cases is code by the researcher
for the reference category. Therefore using zero for dots (.)

is like having response No from the participants in the survey even though most of them either not
answered a particular question or the question was skipped according to the questionnaire tools.

Q; In one of the responses | got on the DHS forum was to code dots as "." (how this coding works
in stata) since despite using this code if we tab newly generated variable still it shows missing
observation in it similar to parent variable.

Waiting for your reply.

Best Regards

Dr. Hussain

Subject: Re: Coding missing or dots (.) in STATA
Posted by Shireen-DHS on Mon, 26 Oct 2020 16:43:32 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hello,

Yes the dot in this case (or missing values) can be coded as zero. For this indicator missing
values are considered to have no tetanus injection.

| did not understand your second question.

Best,
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Shireen Assaf
The DHS Program

Subject: Re: Coding missing or dots (.) in STATA
Posted by shujaat.smc@gmail.com on Mon, 26 Oct 2020 17:41:18 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Dear Shireen,
Thanks for your reply.

My 2nd Question rephrase; If | have a variable in DHS Stata file eg "Vaccine status" and it is
binary coded yes=1 & no=0 along with some missing observations for this variable.

| am recording it as follow;

recode vaccine-status (1=1 "received-Vac") (0=0 "not-vac") (.="."), gen(vac)

What | have an understanding that coding dot(.) as "." does not allow the stata to assign a large
value to miss observations (.), thus all-new variables that are re-coded in which dots (.) are given
code "." (dot in inverted comas) gives unbiased estimates when used for cross-tabulations and
building regression models.

Best Regards

Dr. Hussain

Subject: Re: Coding missing or dots (.) in STATA
Posted by Shireen-DHS on Mon, 26 Oct 2020 17:59:54 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hello,

The code (.=".") is not correct. If you meant (.=.) this actually would not do anything in your code.
Missing values in DHS data are coded as 9 or 99 or 999 depending on the variable so you would
use (9=.). You do not attach a label to dots.

For cross-tabulation and regression models, the missing would be automatically excluded when
running these tests in Stata. You would of course need to use weights and account for sample

Page 2 of 3 ---- Generated from The DHS Program User Forum


https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=9535
https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php?t=rview&th=9431&goto=20379#msg_20379
https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php?t=post&reply_to=20379
https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=9656
https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php?t=rview&th=9431&goto=20381#msg_20381
https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php?t=post&reply_to=20381
https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php

survey design for any statistical analysis using the svy commands in Stata.
Good luck.

Shireen

Subject: Re: Coding missing or dots (.) in STATA
Posted by shujaat.smc@gmail.com on Mon, 26 Oct 2020 18:05:35 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Dear Shireen,
Thanks a lot for clearing my misunderstanding.
Best Regards

Dr. Hussain
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