
Subject: ID variables for Children
Posted by DHS user on Mon, 20 Jun 2016 11:52:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I remember a couple of years ago I was told not to use just the caseid variable in the birth recode
file so I created a unique id for each child: file_country_code file_dhs_phase caseid bidx 

Out of curiosity, why do two kids (unique in terms of "id" or "uniqid") with the same caseid? 

Subject: Re: ID variables for Children
Posted by Bridgette-DHS on Mon, 20 Jun 2016 12:05:14 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Following is a response from Senior DHS Stata Specialist, Tom Pullum:

In the KR and BR files, "caseid" is the unique id code for the mother, constructed from v001, v002,
and v003 (v003 is the woman's line number in the household files, that is, hvidx).  caseid is the
unique id for the woman, but not for her children, because a woman who has had children will
often have had more than one.  For the children in the KR and BRfiles, you need to use the
combination of caseid (or v001, v002, v003) and bidx.  bidx is 1 for the most recent child, 2 for the
next most recent, etc.  Hope that helps--let me know if you have other questions.

P.S.  I suggest that you open a KR or BR file in Stata and enter something like this: "list caseid
v001 v002 v003 bidx if _n<=100, table clean".  This should show what I mean.
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