Subject: How to choose the Recode File for analysis on children
Posted by simotom on Wed, 03 Feb 2016 11:06:20 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I'm doing an analysis on the influence of education of parents towards children's malnutrition.
(This is my first time using DHS data and SPSS software). I need data on mother's education and
father's education but I don't know which Recode file I have to use. I was thinking to get datas
from the Children Recode (KR) but for the fathers' data on educational attainment there are only
the women's answers. For example I found "respondent's husband or partner educational
attainment". Since I don't need data of men in general but I need answers from the specific
fathers, should I choose all my data from the Children Recode? And, also, will I find there men's
answers or just women answering for their husband/partners?
I tried to calculate the educational attainment frequency in the Male Recode and it comes out a
different result from the one calculated in the Children Recode.
Should I create a new database taking data from different charts (Male Recode, Children Recode,
Women R.)? will I be able to link the children to their specific parents doing so?
Thank you very much.

Subject: Re: How to choose the Recode File for analysis on children
Posted by fogus on Tue, 09 Feb 2016 17:52:05 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

dear users,
I am a PhD student in public health. I am new in using the DHS database.
lorques how the variables in our study are contained in different data fichiés. eg PERSONAL
RECODE
and RECODE HOUSEHOLD.
CORDIALLY

Subject: Re: How to choose the Recode File for analysis on children
Posted by Liz-DHS on Tue, 09 Feb 2016 22:11:24 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Dear User,
Below are some guidelines and descriptions of our data sets. You should also refer to The Guide
to DHS Statistics http:// www.dhsprogram.com/publications/publication-dhsg1-dhs-questi
onnaires-and-manuals.cfm ,The Standard Recode Manual http://
dhsprogram.com/publications/publication-dhsg4-dhs-questionna ires-and-manuals.cfm and the
link on our website Using Datasets for Analysis
http://dhsprogram.com/data/Using-Datasets-for-Analysis.cfm
Standard Recode Files:
Household Data - Household Recode (HR)
This dataset has one record for each household. It includes household member's roster but no
information from the
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individual women/men questionnaires is present in this file. The unit of analysis (case) in this file is
the household.
Household Listing Data - Household Member Recode (PR)
This dataset has one record for every household member. It includes variables like sex, age,
education, orphanhood,
height and weight measurement, hemoglobin, etc. It also includes the characteristics of the
households where the individual
lives or was visiting. The unit of analysis (case) in this file is the household member.
Individual Women's Data - Individual Recode (IR)
This dataset has one record for every eligible woman as defined by the household schedule. It
contains all the data
collected in the women's questionnaire plus some variables from the household. Up to 20 births in
the birth history, and up
to 6 children under age 5, for whom pregnancy and postnatal care as well as immunization and
health data were collected,
can be found in this file. The fertility and mortality programs distributed by DHS use this file for
data input. The unit of
analysis (case) in this file is the woman.
Men's Data - Male Recode (MR)
This dataset has one record for every eligible man as defined by the household schedule. It
contains all the data
collected in the men's questionnaire plus some variables from the household. The unit of analysis
(case) in this file is the
man.
Couple's Data - Couple's Recode (CR)
This dataset has one record for every couple. It contains data for married or living together men
and woman who both
declared to be married (living together) to each other and with completed individual interviews
(questionnaires). Essentially
the file is the result of linking the two files previously described based on whom they both declared
as partners. The unit of
analysis (case) in this file is the couple in which both partners were interviewed.
Children's Data - Children's Recode (KR)
This dataset has one record for every child of interviewed women, born in the five years preceding
the survey. It
contains the information related to the child's pregnancy and postnatal care and immunization and
health. The data for the
mother of each of these children is included. This file is used to look at child health indicators such
as immunization
coverage, vitamin A supplementation, and recent occurrences of diarrhea, fever, and cough for
young children and treatment
of childhood diseases. The unit of analysis (case) in this file is the children of women born in the
last 5 years (0-59 months).
Births' data - Birth's Recode (BR)
This dataset has one record for every child ever born to interviewed women. Essentially, it is the
full birth history of
all women interviewed including its information on pregnancy and postnatal care as well as
immunization and health for
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children born in the last 5 years. Data for the mother of each of these children is also included.
This file can be used to
calculate health indicators as well as fertility and mortality rates. The unit of analysis (case) in this
file is the children ever
born of eligible women.
Associated Recode Files:
Additionally, there are a number of files that can be associated to the files previously described
but are distributed
separately.
Wealth Index data (WI)
This dataset has one record for every household. Wealth Index analysis was introduced to DHS
around the end of the
90's. When the decision was made to include the wealth index as part of DHS, standard variables
added to the recode
definition for both the household and individual questionnaires (HV270 and HV271 for
households; V190 and V191 for
women; and MV190 and MV191 for men). For surveys conducted prior to the change in the
recode file definition a file was
created containing the score and the quintile variables. Wealth index files were created for all
DHS surveys except surveys
carried out as part of the first DHS phase. This file can be linked to any of the files described
above.
Height and Weight data (HW)
This dataset has one record for every child measured for height and weight. In 2007 new child
growth standards
were introduced by WHO; in the past DHS used the NCHS/CDC/WHO reference. After the
decision was made to adopt the
new WHO standards, standard recode variables HC70 to HC73 and HW70 to HW73 were added
to the recode definition to
store the standard deviations of the new WHO child growth definition. All files using the DHS V or
VI recode structure have
these variables. For surveys prior to DHS phase V a file was created containing the new z-scores.
In early DHS phases only
children of eligible women were measured. Starting with DHS phase III onwards all children under
five listed in households
interviewed have been measured. This file can be linked to the household members (PR), the
children (KR) or the births (BR)
files described above if height and weight was taken for children in the households. The file can
only be linked to the children
(KR) or birth (BR) files when only children of eligible women were measured for early DHS
phases.
- See more at: http://www.dhsprogram.com/data/Dataset-Types.cfm#CP_JUMP_601 4
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Posted by Ifeomaozo on Fri, 12 Feb 2016 08:29:18 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

What is the process for assessing the Height and Weight data Files? I downloaded the dataset for
Nigeria but it is not included with the standard recode files

Subject: Re: How to choose the Recode File for analysis on children
Posted by Liz-DHS on Fri, 12 Feb 2016 16:32:54 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Dear User,
The height and weight recode variables for women are: HA0 through HA41
The height and weight recode variables for children are: HC0 through HC33
Take a look through your frequencies and map files and use The Standard Recode Manual http://
www.dhsprogram.com/publications/publication-dhsg4-dhs-questi onnaires-and-manuals.cfm for
further guidance. You will also find The Guide to DHS Statistics useful http://
www.dhsprogram.com/publications/publication-dhsg1-dhs-questi onnaires-and-manuals.cfm. If
you have additional questions, please feel free to post again. Thank you!
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