
Subject: CMC codes 
Posted by DHS user on Mon, 18 Feb 2013 22:53:36 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I am working with the DHS surveys in Nepal and have a question regarding the interview date
(v008) for each of the surveys. When using your recommended formulas to convert these CMC
dates to year and month formats, the years do not appear to correspond to the survey year. For
example, I get years 1952 and 1953 for the 1996 survey wave.

Can you please advise as to how to obtain the correct year for this variable?

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by Kerry on Tue, 19 Mar 2013 14:20:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Nepal DHS datasets use the Nepali lunar calendar to format the CMC, which makes moot the
standard conversion formula.  I believe the Ethiopia surveys have a similar issue.  It would be
helpful for me as well if someone could share the Nepal-specific conversions.

Having the CMC formatted this way is of no consequence as long as you're not interested in an
absolute date (e.g. survey year) but in a relative length of time, where you'd subtract one CMC
from another.

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by Trevor-DHS on Tue, 19 Mar 2013 22:25:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The issue for Nepal is that the local calendar years were used in the calculation of CMCs instead
of the Gregorian calendar that is used in the west.  For example, the current year in Nepal is 2069
and it started on April 13, 2012.  The standard CMC calculation is done, but using the Nepali
dates, so April 2012 (CMC 1348 if using the Gregorian calendar) is CMC 2029 based on the
Nepali dates.  You can convert the CMCs to the Gregorian calendar by subtracting the difference
(681).  This is approximate as the Nepali month starts in the middle of the Gregorian month, but
should be good enough for most purposes.  This should work for each of the surveys, except for
the 1996 survey.  For the 1996 survey the years were recorded using 2 digit years and the Nepali
year 2052 was recorded as just 52.  For this survey to convert to Gregorian dates, add 519 to the
CMC.

As Kerry points out for most analysis the fact that the CMC is based on the local calendar years
has no effect on the analysis unless you are interested in absolute dates.
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Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by Kerry on Thu, 28 Mar 2013 13:18:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Very helpful.  Thanks!

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by l.bliznashka on Tue, 22 Oct 2013 17:42:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I'm also working with the 2011 Nepal DHS (Children dataset), and trying to convert Nepali dates to
Gregorian ones (birthday and interview years). For my analysis I need the absolute dates: date,
month, and year. So, while your discussion is quite helpful, it's unfortunately not precise enough
for my purposes. 

Any advice on how to get the absolute years, months and dates from Nepali to Gregoarian
format? Thanks!

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by Trevor-DHS on Fri, 06 Dec 2013 04:52:09 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

We do not have code for converting nepal dates at the level of day, month and year to Gregorian
dates in day, month and year form, but there are examples of the calculations needed available
online.  For example, there is code written in PHP at
http://sourceforge.net/projects/nepalidateconve/ for converting nepali dates.  You could use the
code here and rewrite the equivalent calculations in the code for which ever software you are
using for analysis.  I realize that this doesn't fully solve your problem, but hopefully it provides
enough information to be able to write the code necessary. 

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by Rojan on Mon, 07 Sep 2015 18:58:17 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

If we need exact English date of Nepali date then we need to convert it. I use to convert Nepali
date into English date in MS Excel using conversion factor that I have prepared. If you still need to
convert date and you are not getting solution, please write me. I can provide you excel file to
convert Nepali date into English. you can convert many date at one time.

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by timarthias on Mon, 10 Sep 2018 06:59:52 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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Hi Rojan, 

I am working with Nepali 2018 datasets using Bikram system (including date, month and year)
and need to convert them into Gregorian calendar. Would you happen to have the MS Excel
conversion file for 2018? Or if you have ideas how to convert the dates using Stata. Thank you
very much. 

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by Rojan on Mon, 10 Sep 2018 07:33:30 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Please send me your email address, I will send you the excel file.

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by timarthias on Mon, 10 Sep 2018 09:24:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

It's timarthias@gmail.com 
Thank you very much!

T

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by Trevor-DHS on Mon, 10 Sep 2018 14:11:32 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Rojan,

Any chance that you can post the Excel spreadsheet here.  It may be useful for other data users
too.

Thanks.

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by kmarchesi on Sun, 07 Oct 2018 00:43:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Rojan, 
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If I send you my email, could I too get the excel sheet to convert dates?

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by Rojan on Sun, 07 Oct 2018 04:13:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yes. Please send me your email.

R

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by kmarchesi on Sun, 07 Oct 2018 14:39:13 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Rojan

My email is kmarchesi@clarku.edu. Thank you so much.

Best
K

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by sabine on Sat, 02 Feb 2019 18:06:43 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Rojan, 

Would you mind also sending me the excel sheet for date conversion? My email is
sloos@stanford.edu

Thanks!
sabine

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by umg on Sun, 19 May 2019 13:37:08 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Thank you Rojan for your help, 

Please send me the excel sheet for date conversion in my email umeth.th@gmail.com
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Thanks!

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by fuller14 on Mon, 17 Jun 2019 19:58:14 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Rojan, 

I would like to request the excel sheet for date conversion as well. My email address is:
fuller14@uw.edu

Thanks!
John

Subject: Re: CMC codes 
Posted by Trevor-DHS on Thu, 20 Jun 2019 19:20:38 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I realized that the conversion from Nepali to English dates is actually relatively simple and have a
couple of solutions below. 

For converting dates, there are a couple of things you can do:

1)	Convert century month codes (e.g. v008).  This is not exact as the Nepali months start in the
middle of the Western months, but approximately you can subtract 681 months from the Century
month code to be equivalent to the Western calendar's century month code.

2)	Convert century day codes (e.g. v008a).  To convert the century day codes in the dataset to
Western version, add 15809.  For example, Shrawan 18, 2073 (century day code 26775) is the
same as August 2, 2016 which would be century day code 42584, and 42584-26775=15809.  

You can then check the day, month, or year of any value in Excel by using the following formulae:
	If cell A1 is 42584 then
	=day(A1) would give 2
	=month(A1) would give 8
	=year(A1) would give 2016

If you want to produce day, month and year variables in Stata, you can do the following:

* Adjust to Stata date - add 15809 to adjust for the calendars, and subtract 21916 as Stata counts
days from 1/1/1960
gen v008a_stata=v008a+15809-21916
* Get day, month and year from Stata date
gen v008a_d=day(v008a_stata)
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gen v008a_m=month(v008a_stata)
gen v008a_y=year(v008a_stata)

You can then re-create the century month code if you want to from these as cmc=(v008a_y -
1900) * 12 + v008_m.
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