
Subject: Correct numbers for merging the household and individual files of the 2001
DHS Nepal
Posted by UAB_user on Tue, 13 Jan 2015 01:15:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hello,

I was wondering if I could check to make sure my merging is done correctly. I am using the Nepal
DHS and I am merging the household and individual files of the 2001 DHS. There are 8602
observations in the 2001 household data and 8726 observations in the individual files. When I
merge them together I get 10251 observations. Is this correct? I always thought there was a 1:1
merge for the individual and household files?

Thank you

Subject: Re: Correct numbers for merging the household and individual files of the
2001 DHS Nepal
Posted by Liz-DHS on Wed, 04 Mar 2015 20:18:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Dear User,
Here is a response from one of our experts, Mr. Noureddine Abderrahim:
Quote:Merging Household and individual data are based on matching the identifiers of these two
types of data files namely the cluster number (HV001 for the household and V001 for the
individual woman or MV001 for the individual men) and the household number ( HV002 for the
household, V002 for women, and MV002 for men).  In some instances these two variables (cluster
number and household number) are not enough to identify the household.  In this case using the
first 12 characters of the individual identification (CASEID for women or MCASEID for men) would
solve the problem.  The number of cases will depend on how many individuals would match if you
are matching individuals with their corresponding household but no more than the total number of
individuals.  In case you are matching households with the individual files, this case could lead to
a result different from what you are expecting.  In case you are merging the person's file with
individual data files, the difference between the number of individuals and the persons will be
those individuals who don't have a corresponding record in the individual file but the number of
records will be no more than the total number of persons in the household.
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