
Subject: Extracting Zimbabwe households with at least 1 birth in last 2 years
Posted by swdalb on Thu, 14 Aug 2014 23:10:05 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi everyone,

I am working with the ZWBR62DT.dta data - so the Zim 2011 DHS STATA data - and I want to
extract data on contraceptive use from any woman in a household where at least one woman in
that household has had a birth in the 2 years prior to the survey. The only available data for Zim
2011 is BR, KR, GE and HR, so I'm not sure which one I should use to get all of this data. I don't
think that the BR dataset contains any information on women in households that haven't had
births because... this is a birth level dataset, but I'm also not sure that any of the other datasets
have the variables I'm interested in (contraceptive use / modern contraceptive use). Could
someone please advise me on (1) which dataset to use and (2) how to extract this information?
Thanks so much.

-Sean

Subject: Re: Extracting Zimbabwe households with at least 1 birth in last 2 years
Posted by Trevor-DHS on Fri, 15 Aug 2014 05:49:44 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Sean,
1) First you need to decide on what your unit of analysis will be - that usually determines the
dataset to use.  It sounds like you will be analyzing women, so you should use a file that has
women as the unit of analysis, and you are right that the BR dataset is the wrong file - you should
use the IR file.
2) Second you need to select which women to include in your analysis.  If you are interested in
analyzing women who gave birth in the last two years, then you need to look at the date of the last
birth compared to the date of interview.  v008 is the century month code (cmc) of the date of
interview and b3_01 is the cmc of the date of the last birth, thus you should women with the
following if clause:

if v008 - b3_01 < 24

Subject: Re: Extracting Zimbabwe households with at least 1 birth in last 2 years
Posted by swdalb on Fri, 15 Aug 2014 15:34:11 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Trevor,

Thanks for the response. Good to know about the CMC data too - I had been conditioning on day
/ month / year of interview and birth day, so it was needlessly complicated it seems. Thanks again!
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-Sean
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