Subject: What is the underlying criteria for merging datasets from various waves?
Posted by sufi on Thu, 09 Jun 2016 12:47:44 GMT
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Hello all,

I'm working on a large piece of data which contains virtually all African datasets in the DHS.

I'm having some trouble figuring out the exact criteria for merging individual recode files with male
recode, hiv, and GPS files.

| fully understand that matching individuals works at the cluster-householdno-personal number
level. However, I'm unsure as to the criteria for merging files of the same country, in the same
year.

Take Cameroon 2011 for example:

Would all files merge by cluster-householdno-personal number when using data from Cameroon
20117? The reason I'm unsure is because, for example, the hiv data is called CMAR61FL, while
the male recode data is called CMMRG60FL

One has the number '61' and the other has the number '60'. Should they still merge?

| would appreciate any help and clarification
Thanks in advance
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