
Subject: Re: Multiple variable names
Posted by Bridgette-DHS on Tue, 28 Oct 2014 13:08:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Following is a response from Senior DHS Specialist, Tom Pullum:

You are apparently working with the IR file, in which the woman is the unit of analysis.  The
suffixes _1, _2, _3, _4, _5, _6, refer to her children born in the past five years.  _1 refers to the
most recent birth in the past five years, _2 to the next most recent, etc.  If the woman did not have
any children in the past five years, then the variables with these suffixes in the IR file will all be
given a missing value (not applicable) code, which in Stata is a period, ".".  If she only had one
birth in the past five years, then only variables with the suffix _1 will be non-missing, etc.

To analyze such variables we normally use another file that has children born in the past five
years as the units of analysis.  This is the KR file.  It includes m19 but without suffixes.  Each
record in this file includes virtually all of the woman's (mother's) data.
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