Subject: Re: Confidence Intervals ORS use-Nigeria 2013
Posted by Liz-DHS on Thu, 23 Oct 2014 17:02:15 GMT
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Dear User,

Below is a response from one of our sampling experts, Dr. Mahmoud Elkasabi:

Quote:The standard errors in the 2013 Nigeria DHS report were calculated using the region by
urban/rural (V024 cross V025) as stratification variable, which is the case for most of the DHS
surveys. However, the 2013 Nigeria DHS used a more detailed stratification which is sate cross
urban/rural and the stratification is coded in V022, but attention must be paid when use V022 (for
the 2013 Nigeria DHS) as it has one single-cluster stratum, the urban of AKWA IBOM state. You
may need to collapse it with the rural stratum of the state because sampling error calculation will
not allow single-cluster stratum. If you want to replicate the DHS results on standard errors, you
need to use V024 cross V025 as stratification. But you can use V022 as stratification, this gives
the exact stratification used in the sample selection and this may give you more accurate results
for other analysis such as modeling.

By the way, if you just want to produce point estimation with confidence interval (Cl), you would
better use Proc Surveymeans instead of Proc Surveyfreq. Proc Surveymeans will give you the
95% ClI in the output. However, note that your results may not exactly match the published results,
since DHS uses mean minus/plus 2 times the estimated standard error as confidence limits. While
the SAS output uses mean minus/plus t(d.f, 95%) as confidence limits. You can use "Class"
statement to produce results for urban/rural and regions separately within the Proc Surveymeans
statement, and use "Domain" to produce results based on other social-economic, education or
age group variables. Hope this helps.
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