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Following is a response from DHS staff member, Tom Pullum:

The indicators you are referring to are descriptive and are used to compare different countries,
different sub-populations, and changes over time. If you want more detail, for example on the
numbers of marriages at ages 15, 16, 17, and 18, you would need to go to the data files. It would
definitely not be safe to assume equal numbers of marriages at each of those ages, but also it is
NOT NECESSARY to make such an assumption. The data files include single years of age at
marriage.

"Before 18" means before the 18th birthday. No one who married before their 18th birthday was
18 years old when they got married.

The calculation for women age 20-24 at the time of the survey is included in the relevant table in
the final report because it is more recent, as you say. The calculation for age 20-49 has many
more cases and that's a statistical advantage.

An important issue is that the women in the subgroup or the denominator must have had full
exposure to the risk of the outcome. For example, women age 20+ have fully experienced all ages
below 20. If you want to estimate the percentage of women who marry before age 20, you have to
restrict to women age 20+
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