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I am planning to pool Tanzania DHS data for 2004/05, 2009/10, 2015/16, and 2022 for a multilevel
analysis of my variables of interest. The TDHS datasets have different numbers of clusters: 475
clusters for 2004/05 and 2009/10 (based on the 2002 Population and Housing Census), 608
clusters for 2015/16 (based on the 2012 Census), and 629 clusters for 2022 (also based on the
2012 Census).

When conducting a multilevel analysis at the individual level (level 1) and cluster level (level 2) for
the pooled data, is it acceptable to use the cluster numbers (v001) as they are after appending the
data? For example, my Stata command for the multilevel analysis is:

```stata
mixed depvar indepvar || v001:
```

However, I am concerned that the same cluster number (e.g., cluster 1) could refer to different
clusters in different survey rounds. Should I transform the cluster variable to ensure unique
identification across survey rounds? Your insights would be greatly appreciated.
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