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Following is a response from DHS staff member, Tom Pullum:

The ECD module was used in several DHS surveys before DHS-8, but the Rwanda 2019-20
DHS-8 survey was the first one to include the module in its current form, even in the way the
variables are coded and named in the KR file. You can look at the questionnaire, final report, and
KR file for that survey to get a complete picture of how DHS includes it.

I think it is fair to say that the module was initiated by UNICEF and first used in MICS surveys, but
DHS participated in its evolution and analysis.  Here is a recent article that uses the data:

Benedict, Rukundo K., Thomas W. Pullum, Sara Riese, and Erin Milner. 2024. Is child anemia
associated with early childhood development?  A cross-sectional analysis of nine Demographic
and Health Surveys. PLOS ONE 19(2): e0298967.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0298967. https://
journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.02 98967
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