
Subject: Re: Merging Birth's / Chidren's with Household Member Recode
Posted by Bridgette-DHS on Mon, 18 Mar 2024 11:22:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Following is a response from Senior DHS staff member, Tom Pullum:

When you do this kind of merge, a variable called "_merge" is constructed with 3 categories.  The
category you are most interested in is _merge=3, which identifies children that are in both files. 
However, there are two other categories, "_merge=1" and "_merge=2". The codes 1 and 2
depend on which file is the "master" file, the one you start with, and which file is the "using" file,
the one named after the word "using" in the merge command.

There are many cases in the PR file that are not in the KR file.  These are household members
above the age of 5, as well as children under 5 who were present in the household but whose
mothers were not present, so they do not appear in a birth history. You almost certainly want to
drop these cases. 

There are relatively few cases in the KR file that are not in the PR file.  These are children with
b16=., who have died, and children with b16=0, who are living but are living elsewhere. In order to
do the merge, you probably removed them already.

If you just enter "keep if _merge==3" and "drop _merge" you will then have the cases you want.  I
hope this is what you were asking about.
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