
Subject: Re: Average Mosquito net age
Posted by Trevor-DHS on Fri, 15 Aug 2014 05:27:36 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

You won't be able to calculate a mean as anything longer than 36 months is coded 96, but you
can still calculate a median.  Recode 96 to 36, and then calculate the median excluding all of the
other special values (98, 99, etc.).  In fact if there are only a few cases coded 96, then you can
come up with something close to the mean in the same way as the median.  It won't be exactly
correct because those longer than 36 months are effectively truncated at 36 months, but it won't
be far off if there are only a few cases coded 96 originally.

For many categorical variables, we do include the 98s in the denominator as these are often
similar to "No" responses and we are usually interested in the "Yes" responses, and the small
number that we would exclude would have little effect on the result.  Including them in the
denominator may slightly under estimate the indicator, but excluding them from the denominator
may slightly overestimate the denominator.  However, if there are many Don't know responses
then we would typically exclude them from both numerator and denominator as they would clearly
bias the estimate, but we would typically note that this estimate was based on excluding the Don't
knows.
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