
Subject: Re: Why I am getting different total observations when using iweight for
tabulating a variable
Posted by Bridgette-DHS on Thu, 30 Mar 2023 15:04:06 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Following is a response from Senior DHS staff member, Tom Pullum:

I spent some time looking into your question but can't provide much help. Here are some
thoughts. 

First, wealth scores such as sv271 are household-specific and are constructed with the HR file.
Then in the PR and other individual-level files they are exactly the same for everyone in the same
household.  When you calculate the fractional rank, using the PR file, you are basically dividing
the household's rank by the number of people in the household.  I don't know why you would do
that. It would seem better to me to use the HR file and skip the calculation of the fractional rank.

Second, I don't know why you would expect the mean of the fractional rank to be 0.5. Is there a
mathematical reason for this? Your formula for the fractional rank is not clear to me but I don't see
a mathematical reason why the mean would be 0.5.
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