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The 1986, 1993 and 1997 Senegal DHS were designed to give representative results at the level
of four survey regions which consisted of groupings of the 10 (at that time) administrative regions.
Since the 1999 DHS, the surveys have been representative at the level of the individual
administrative regions. To view how the DHS regions have changed over time or to download GIS
files of the regions for the Senegal surveys, please visit the country's page on our Spatial Data
Repository site  http://spatialdata.dhsprogram.com/boundaries.html?country=SN .

The main geographic variable in the DHS datasets is the survey region classification, which is
v101 in the 1986 dataset and hv024 in the later surveys. The reason that it is not broken down to
administrative region level in the first three surveys is that those surveys are not representative at
that level. However, the 1993 and 1997 datasets do contain the variable shregion, which gives the
name of the administrative region in which each cluster is located. You can use these to match up
the clusters with the regions in the later surveys, however, we do advise caution when conducting
your analysis at administrative levels below those at which the surveys were designed to be
representative.

The 1986 dataset does not contain any geographic variables below the four survey regions, and
GPS data was not collected for that survey. Therefore it is not possible to match the clusters to
the 10 administrative regions for that survey. If you do need to include the data from the 1986
survey in your study, we suggest that you aggregate the data from the other surveys up to the 4
large regions and conduct the analysis at that level.

If this has not adequately answered your question, please reply.
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