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Following is a response from DHS Research & Data Analysis Director, Tom Pullum: 

We do not understand what you mean by "I am worried that there is no difference between the
population estimate and unweighted counts from Complex samples frequencies." By "population
estimate" do you mean the "weighted counts"? Your SPSS output does show a difference
EXCEPT that the totals match. The total weighted number and the total unweighted number
match--as they should, because DHS weights include a multiplier to force the mean weight to be 1
(with a multiplier of 1000000). The weighted counts are not population estimates.  The weighted
means, etc., are population estimates, but not the counts. 

You have appended the files from the different surveys.  There is a difference between merging
and appending.  What you have done is correct but should be described as appending, rather
than merging.

The "v" variables for women almost always correspond exactly with "mv" variables for men. If you
just drop the "m" for men, you can keep the "v" variables and not have to invent new names.  

The cluster and stratum variables (v021 and v023) will repeat some values in the different surveys
but have to be revised so the identifiers are distinct.  This is done with "egen group" in Stata.  In
SPSS you have to do something else to renumber those variables. Let us know if you are not sure
how to do that.

There are options for what to do with the weights when surveys are appended. Have you
considered those options? Let us know if this is not clear.
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