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Following is a response from Senior DHS Specialist, Kerry MacQuarrie:

This information can be found in:

ICF. 2019. Demographic and Health Survey Interviewer's Manual. Rockville, Maryland, U.S.A.:
ICF.  

On page 78, it indicates that if a woman reports currently using more than one method that both
methods are recorded on the questionnaire but that the skip instruction are followed and
subsequent detailed data are collected for the highest method on the list.  Similarly, in the
calendar, the interviewer records the code for the method highest on the list, should the woman
report using more than one method.  It is this higher-listed method that is recorded in IR datasets.

The order in which contraceptive methods are listed is based on data on their relative
effectiveness with the most effective methods listed higher in this list, per peer reviewed research
such as:

Hatcher, R. A., J. Trussell, A. L. Nelson, W. Cates, D. Kowal, and M. S. Policar. 2011.
Contraceptive Technology. Revised 20th edition ed. New York, NY: Ardent Media.
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