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Following is another response from Senior DHS Directors, Tom Pullum & Livia Montana: 

The great majority of DHS surveys have been nationally representative. Mali is the main
exception. Even there, the areas that were omitted in different surveys had only a small
percentage of the population. The effect on national estimates is small. A more common
challenge is when a country re-aligns its level 1 administrative units (what we call regions). This
has happened in several countries, including the Philippines, Uganda, and Nepal. When this
happens, the survey continues to be nationally representative, but regions cannot be tracked over
time (unless you work with the GPS coordinates of the clusters, which are given in the spatial
covariates files). Sometimes the numerical codes for regions will change from one survey to the
next will change, even if the boundaries don't change.  This also will not affect national estimates,
but will make it trickier to track sub-national changes from one survey to the next. Virtually all of
the main survey reports include a map and lists of the regions.  It should be clear from the maps
whether there have been omissions or changes, even in the few survey reports that are not in
English.
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