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This module is important because injuries are an under-recognised global problem and data is
scarce. According to the World Health Organization, about 5.8 million people die each year as a
result of injuries - 10% of the world's deaths. Policy makers need access to nationally
representative data to prioritise injury prevention interventions and response.

We propose the following new indicators in the DHS Accident and Injury module, which will result
in better quality data with greater utility for decision making. This can be achieved by splitting two
existing questions into two, and adding three new questions.

a) Annual incidence of injuries by mechanism (type of incident) - fatal and non-fatal. Data quality
will be improved by separating the 'intent' and 'mechanism’ of injury and adding other important
mechanisms.

b) Annual incidence of injuries according to ‘intent’ (intentional or unintentional) - fatal and
non-fatal.

c) Annual incidence of injuries by location (place of injury) - fatal and non-fatal. Describing the
physical context of an injury event helps to identify risky environments.

d) Annual incidence of occupational injuries - fatal and non-fatal. Data on the distribution of
persons injured at work and their injuries are essential for planning preventive measures.

e) Annual incidence of kinds of physical injuries - fatal and non-fatal. Data quality will be improved
by separating the 'kind' of physical injury from the 'health impacts' of the injury.

f) Rates of health impacts of non-fatal injuries. Separating ‘health impacts' into a new question will
provide important information to estimate the burden of disease due to injuries.

Attached to this post is a completed submission form with full justification for the
recommendations.

The recommendations were authored by The Surveys for Urban Equity project team (funded by
Medical Research Council, UK, Global Challenges Research Fund) which includes: The
University of Leeds, The Hanoi University of Public Health, Centre for Injury Prevention and
Research Bangladesh (CIPRB), The ARK Foundation, Health Research and Social Development
Forum International (HERD:I), Worldpop/ Flowminder at University of Southampton, Hilary Wallace
(injury consultant, University of Notre Dame Australia).

https:// medicinehealth.leeds.ac.uk/directoriesO/dir-record/research-
projects/960/surveys-for-urban-equity
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