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Following is a response from Senior DHS Specialist, Kerry MacQuarrie:

For the analysis you want to do, you should be working entirely within the woman's individual
recode (IR) file.  You should not need to use or merge with the couples (CR) file.

In the IR file, the decision-making variables that you seek are:
v743a--final say on own health care
v743b--final say on large household purchases
v743c--final say on household purchases for daily needs
v743d--final say on visits to family or relatives
(There is also v739--who decides how to spend money and s826--who usually makes decisions
about child's health care.)

These decision-making variables are answered by all 10,996 women in the sample because this
survey is an ever-married women survey and these questions are only relevant for partnered
women.  (In DHS surveys of all women, the decision-making variables are only answered by
currently or formerly married women.)

The domestic violence module was answered by only 4,467 women, all of whom have valid
response on the decision-making variables. So this is what your analytic sample will be.  The
smaller sample for the domestic violence module is because for ethical reasons we only interview
one woman per household with the violence module, whereas all eligible women in the household
complete the main questionnaire.  Please remember to use d005 (the domestic violence weight)
as the basis of your weight variable rather than v005. 

In the case of the Bangladesh 2007 survey, the survey had two sub-samples, with the violence
module implemented in one sub-sample and the men's questionnaire implemented in the other
sub-sample.  This is why, when you looked at the CR file, you found no women who had
completed the domestic violence questions.

I hope this helps!
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