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Hello DHS,

I am working on multiple births and have a question with respect to assisted reproductive
technology. I have pooled all BR files. Some countries have triplet rates that greatly exceed that
which would be expected based on Hellin's Law, according to which the frequency of triplets
expressed as a proportion of twins is similar to the frequency of twins expressed as a proportion
of singleton births. Some of these countries also have a high rate of quadruplets, although the
numbers involved are small in absolute terms. Jordan and Egypt are particular outliers.

I wonder if use of Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) in these countries might be
responsible. Although I cannot see anything listed in the Recode Manual, I wonder if there are
some surveys/countries in which ART is more common than it is in others, and for which
something is coded, and if so are there specific keywords used by DHS that I could enter as
character strings to search the variable labels in order to identify women who have used ART.
Presumably, despite the focus of DHS on low-income countries, the private use of ART must be
something that surveyors come across from time-to-time.
 
Thank you for producing and maintaining such an excellent resource.

Ian
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