
Subject: Re: Variables representative at the new province level for DRC (2013/14)
Posted by Bridgette-DHS on Thu, 05 Jan 2017 20:03:25 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Following is a response from Senior DHS Stata Specialist, Tom Pullum:

Representativeness is a property of the sample, not of specific indicators.  It was misleading for
the report to include "the majority of". All of the indicators are representative of the population and
the population and stratum level (the strata are combinations of province and urban/rural). 
However, and I think this is why "the majority of" was included, some indicators will have wide
confidence intervals.  These will be indicators that are calculated on relatively few cases--for
example, very young children who may or may not be breastfed, children who had symptoms of
illness and may or may not have been taken for treatment.  Such estimates have a lot of statistical
uncertainty--but they are still unbiased.

If you look at the Appendix on sampling errors, usually Appendix B, you can see the width of the
confidence interval, and use that as a guide to which indicators are least stable.

Page 1 of 1 ---- Generated from The DHS Program User Forum

https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=11
https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php?t=rview&th=5774&goto=11513#msg_11513
https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php?t=post&reply_to=11513
https://userforum.dhsprogram.com/index.php

