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Hello everyone-

We are trying to get an estimate on deaths within a household within the last year/two years for
Malawi DHS 2000, DHS 2004, and DHS 2010.
 
However, it seems like we can only find this information in the household recode file database for
Malawi DHS 2010, variables hv249/hv250, which ask: number of members who died last 12
months. Does anyone know whether this variable exists in DHS 2004 or DHS 2000? I couldn't find
it, so if it really only exists for DHS 2010, does anyone know why? 

It seems like  the most common form of reporting adult mortality across DHS datasets is through
the sibling survivorship data. The reason why using this might be complicated is that we are
interested in mortality and the location of that mortality, but of course individual's siblings don't
necessarily live near each other, so this can be an imprecise measure of mortality in that location. 

Any suggestions?
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