Template for Requests for Revisions to the DHS Model Questionnaires, Optional Modules, and Biomarkers for DHS-8 (2018-2023)

Section I. Information about the requesting party

1.	Is this request being submitted on behalf of a group? If so, please provide the name of the group and the participating parties.
· Yes. This request is submitted on behalf of Data2X (a collaborative technical and advocacy platform dedicated to improving the quality, availability, and use of gender data hosted at the United Nations Foundation), The ONE Campaign, Plan International, Women Deliver, Equal Measures 2030, Open Data Watch, Asia-Pacific Resource and Research Centre for Women (ARROW), The African Women’s Development Communication Network (FEMNET), the International Women’s Health Coalition, and Girls Not Brides.  



Section II. Indicator definition and rationale

2. 	Please define the indicator or indicators you are requesting The DHS Program to incorporate. Multiple indicators derived from a single set of questions should be included in the same submission. (Response required)
We are requesting one additional question to the woman’s and the man’s questionnaire to construct an indicator on prevalence of marriage registration among currently married women and men. 
3. 	What is the rationale for measuring this indicator (each of these indicators) in DHS surveys? (Response required)
Marriage registration can prevent child marriage, ensure inheritance rights, and enable paternity recognition, fair divorce, and benefits linked to marriage. Marriage registration and certification add to the benefits of birth registration, providing a legal backing against and helping to prevent child marriage in countries where laws are effectively enacted. Marriage certificates are also required, alongside death certificates, for inheritance rights and social benefits in the case of widowhood. In Nepal for example, widows are only entitled to a widowhood pension if they can provide proof of the marriage, as well as the death and citizenship certificates of their deceased husband. A marriage certificate also helps with paternity recognition and the child’s birth registration. Motherhood outside a legally recognized and registered marriage often triggers the intergenerational transmission of poverty between mothers and their children. In the event of dissolution of a union, filing for legal divorce (and the attendant splitting of assets and paying of alimony, where applicable) is not possible without a marriage certificate. Moreover, where tax regimes or social protection benefits are preferential for married couples, those in unregistered marriages are unlikely to benefit.
However, current data on marriage registration is unreliable. With improved data from DHS, it would be possible to assess the prevalence of registration and identify those locations and groups that are most at risk to enable targeted interventions. In addition, the 2020 Census Round is encouraging the inclusion of a question on marriage registration. The combination of similar questions on marriage registration in the census and DHS would allow for national level coverage as well as more frequent analysis of marriage registration in relation to particular socio-economic characteristics. 
Section III. Proposed additions/revisions to the questionnaires or biomarkers

4.	Please describe the requested addition or revision. 
If the requested change is the addition of new questions to the DHS questionnaires or modules, complete questions 4.1 and 4.1.1. If the requested change is a revision to existing questions, complete question 4.2. If the change relates to anthropometry or a biomarker, please complete question 4.3.
4.1. 	For additions: If you have developed a question or set of questions to measure the indicator(s), please provide them in the space below or in a separate file attached with your submission. 

This question could be modelled after item 20 in the household questionnaire on birth registration and could be inserted after question 701 in the Woman’s Questionnaire and 401 on the Man’s Questionnaire to be asked if respondent responds with a code 1 answer for 701 on the Woman’s Questionnaire or code 1 for 401 of the Man’s Questionnaire. The question could take the form:
Do you have a marriage certificate? 
IF NO, PROBE: Has this marriage ever been registered with the civil authority?

Response categories:
1 = HAS CERTIFICATE 2 = REGISTERED, 3 = NEITHER 8 = DON'T KNOW


4.1.1 If requesting multiple questions, please specify the relative priority of each new question. 
If it were only possible to make an addition to either the Woman’s or the Man’s questionnaire, the additional question in the Woman’s Questionnaire should take priority. However, it would be of more value to add the question to both the Man’s and the Woman’s questionnaire to allow for cross-validation between couples and to enable research on the different barriers to and impacts of registration for women and men. 

4.2. 	For revisions to existing questions: Please specify the DHS-7 question number, the proposed revision to the question, and the rationale.

NA
	DHS-7 question number
	DHS-7 question text
	Proposed new question
	Rationale

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	



4.3. 	For anthropometry and biomarkers: Please describe the measurement procedures or specimen collection procedures, point-of-care or laboratory testing procedures (as relevant), and any recommendations for return of results.

NA

5.	Can any related questions be deleted from the questionnaire to make room for the proposed new content? If so please specify which questions using the DHS-7 question numbers. 

No 

6. 	What are the implications of these requested changes on measurement of trends using DHS data?
This would allow for more targeted intervention to increase marriage registration rates. It would also enable research into risk factors and outcomes of non-registration, as well as the short and long-term benefits of registration, both for women and men directly affected, as well as their families and wider communities. 


Section IV. Indicator calculation

7.	Indicate how to calculate the indicator(s). Include detailed definitions of the numerator and denominator of each individual indicator. If you have developed a tabulation plan for the indicator(s), please attach a file including the suggested table(s) with your submission.
Indicator: Prevalence of marriage registration among currently married women: 
Number of married women whose marriage is registered (numerator) / 
Number of married women (denominator) 

Indicator: Prevalence of marriage registration among currently married men: 
Number of married men whose marriage is registered (numerator) / 
Number of married men (denominator) 



8. 	Is the indicator useful when measured at the national level, or is it useful only when disaggregated to specific subnational areas, such as endemicity zones or project intervention regions? 

For each indicator, select one of the three options by clicking in the appropriate box. 
	Indicator
	Useful only for subnational endemicity zones or project intervention regions. A single estimate at the national level is not meaningful.
	Useful at both national and subnational regions, as sample size allows.
	Useful only at the national level. Subnational estimates are not needed.

	
Prevalence of marriage registration among married women and men
	☐	☒	☐
	

	☐	☐	☐
	

	☐	☐	☐

	

	☐	☐	☐
	

	☐	☐	☐
	

	☐	☐	☐



Section V. Prior testing of the proposed question(s)

9. 	Have the proposed questions undergone any formal validation; i.e., have the questions been tested against a “gold standard” to assess their accuracy? If yes, please describe how well or poorly the questions performed and/or provide a publication or report of the validation exercise (or a link). 
This question has not been tested. 

10.	Have the questions undergone any other kind of testing; e.g., cognitive testing, pilot testing. If so, please describe the results of the testing and/or provide a publication or report of the findings (or a link). 

No. 
Section VI. Other considerations

11.	Please provide information relevant to the kinds of questions below, and/or anything else you wish to share with us about this indicator (these indicators).

· Describe how the data for this indicator are being used (or will be used). 
· Are the data produced by this indicator actionable? 

Yes, the data provided by this indicator will enable targeted interventions by government, particularly if data are available at sub-national level. Research on enablers and barriers to marriage registration will also be beneficial for the design of registration systems and program interventions focused on specific groups of at-risk women and girls. Additionally, this data will highlight the low prevalence of marriage registration in many countries and provide a basis for increased international attention to this issue. 

· Who will use the data? 
This data is primarily useful for government authorities with a mandate to register marriages, for other service providers as an input into the design of their systems and programs, and to the National Statistical Authority to monitor demographic trends. Researchers are also a key audience for this data.  

· What kinds of decisions will be made using these data?
Decisions could include which geographical areas or sub-populations to focus resources on for programs aimed at increasing rates of registration. Additionally, decisions around the design of connected registration systems could be impacted. For example, there can be stigma associated with registering births of children without a marriage certificate which can lead to intergenerational transference of disadvantage. Decisions on the design of birth registration systems and ways to ensure divorce and widowhood rights without marriage certificates may also follow. As National Identification Systems gather pace internationally moreover, information on levels of marriage registration will be crucial to ensure that CRVS Systems and National Identification systems are mutually reinforcing. 

· For what kinds of countries would the indicator(s) be most useful?

Developing countries where prevalence of marriage registration is low. 

· Does the DHS survey offer any particular advantage over other available data sources for measuring this indicator? If so, what?

Yes, the regular roll out of DHS waves will allow for tracking of trends in marriage over time and assessment of whether interventions are yielding lasting results. Cross-country comparability will also allow for identification of countries that are making gains in marriage registration and offer examples to other countries on how to improve their registration figures. 
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