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Section I. Information about the requesting party

1.	Is this request being submitted on behalf of a group? If so, please provide the name of the group and the participating parties.
This request is being submitted on behalf of the Global Working Group to End SRGBV, a network chaired by the United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative (UNGEI) and UNESCO, with funding from the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).
Section II. Indicator definition and rationale

2. 	Please define the indicator or indicators you are requesting The DHS Program to incorporate. Multiple indicators derived from a single set of questions should be included in the same submission. (Response required)
Indicator 1: Percentage of respondents who report experiencing any form of sexual violence
Sub-Indicator 1a: Percentage of respondents who report experiencing any form of sexual assault
3. 	What is the rationale for measuring this indicator (each of these indicators) in DHS surveys? (Response required)
This indicator addresses an important gap in the current DHS. First, while the DHS includes a module on domestic violence, it does not include questions regarding forms of sexual violence experienced in the community, such as at school, at work, or in the marketplace. Second, the DHS currently explores only women’s experience of sexual and gender-based violence, focusing on intimate partner violence, and does not address men’s experiences of sexual and gender-based violence. 
Section III. Proposed additions/revisions to the questionnaires or biomarkers

4.	Please describe the requested addition or revision. 
If the requested change is the addition of new questions to the DHS questionnaires or modules, complete questions 4.1 and 4.1.1. If the requested change is a revision to existing questions, complete question 4.2. If the change relates to anthropometry or a biomarker, please complete question 4.3.
4.1. 	For additions: If you have developed a question or set of questions to measure the indicator(s), please provide them in the space below or in a separate file attached with your submission. 
1. Has anyone intentionally brushed against you or bumped into you in a sexual way?
Yes	No
2. Has anyone showed you their bottom, breasts, or private parts when you didn't want them to?
Yes	No
3. Has anyone pulled at your clothing to expose your underwear or your body?
Yes	No
4. Has anyone forced you to kiss them and you didn't want them to?
Yes	No
5. Has anyone touched, grabbed or pinched your bottom, breast or private parts? 
	Yes	No
6.  Has anyone tried to get you to touch their private parts but you didn’t do it?
	Yes 	No
7.  Has anyone forced you to touch their private parts?
	Yes	No
8.  Has anyone tried to get you to do something sexual other than kissing, including sexual intercourse, but you didn’t do it?
	Yes	No
9.  Has anyone forced you to do something sexual other than kissing, including sexual intercourse? 
10.  Has anyone offered to give you food, a drink, money, or something nice such as air time or jewelry in exchange for doing something sexual, like kissing or sexual touching?
Yes	No
11.  Has anyone offered to reward you (for example with good marks or benefits at work) if you did something sexual, like kissing or sexual touching? 
Yes 	No
12.  Has anyone threatened to punish you (for example with bad marks or negative consequences at work) if you didn't do something sexual, like kissing or sexual touching?
Yes	No

4.1.1 If requesting multiple questions, please specify the relative priority of each new question. 
Questions 1-9 are the highest priority.  

4.2. 	For revisions to existing questions: Please specify the DHS-7 question number, the proposed revision to the question, and the rationale.
	DHS-7 question number
	DHS-7 question text
	Proposed new question
	Rationale

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	



4.3. 	For anthropometry and biomarkers: Please describe the measurement procedures or specimen collection procedures, point-of-care or laboratory testing procedures (as relevant), and any recommendations for return of results.
N/A
5.	Can any related questions be deleted from the questionnaire to make room for the proposed new content? If so please specify which questions using the DHS-7 question numbers. 
No, these questions address a gap in DHS-7. 

6. 	What are the implications of these requested changes on measurement of trends using DHS data?
N/A


Section IV. Indicator calculation

7.	Indicate how to calculate the indicator(s). Include detailed definitions of the numerator and denominator of each individual indicator. If you have developed a tabulation plan for the indicator(s), please attach a file including the suggested table(s) with your submission.
Indicator 1: Experience of Sexual Violence
Numerator – Number of respondents age 15-49 who answered “yes” to at least one of the questions.
Denominator – Number of respondent age 15-49

Sub-Indicator 1a: Experience of Sexual Assault
Numerator – Number of respondents age 15-49 who answered “yes” to one or more of the following questions: 3,4,5,7,9
Denominator – Number of respondent age 15-49

Disaggregation: These indicators must be disaggregated by sex, and it would be helpful to disaggregate by age, marital status, and urban/rural.

8. 	Is the indicator useful when measured at the national level, or is it useful only when disaggregated to specific subnational areas, such as endemicity zones or project intervention regions? 

For each indicator, select one of the three options by clicking in the appropriate box. 
	Indicator
	Useful only for subnational endemicity zones or project intervention regions. A single estimate at the national level is not meaningful.
	Useful at both national and subnational regions, as sample size allows.
	Useful only at the national level. Subnational estimates are not needed.

	Indicator 1: Experience of Sexual Violence


	☐
	☒
	☐

	
Sub-Indicator 1a: Experience of Sexual Assault

	☐
	☒
	☐



Section V. Prior testing of the proposed question(s)

9. 	Have the proposed questions undergone any formal validation; i.e., have the questions been tested against a “gold standard” to assess their accuracy? If yes, please describe how well or poorly the questions performed and/or provide a publication or report of the validation exercise (or a link). 
In 2016, USAID’s AFR/SD/ED team commissioned the drafting of an original school-related gender-based violence (SRGBV) toolkit, which includes, among other measures, an assessment of the experience of sexual violence. These tools were developed based on extensive literature reviews and have been piloted in Uganda and Malawi. 
The Sexual Violence module was adapted from existing tools from the American Association of University Women and the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. It was designed for school-age children and piloted in those aged 8 to 18. We believe that with the adaptations presented here, the contents have potential relevance to the experiences of both men and women of older ages, as targeted by the DHS, particularly young adults in higher education and/or the workforce.
While the module from the SRGBV toolkit is just one of a number of options for measuring experiences with sexual violence, it has been validated in multiple age ranges, including students age 15 to 18, who would be a target age group of the DHS.  The complete module (of which a subset has been presented here) has performed well in early psychometric tests, with a Cronbach’s alpha of .86 among 15- to 18-year-olds in the Malawi trial. 




10.	Have the questions undergone any other kind of testing; e.g., cognitive testing, pilot testing. If so, please describe the results of the testing and/or provide a publication or report of the findings (or a link). 
Prior to psychometric testing, the test was developed through an iterative process of cognitive interviewing to check the validity of terms and translations and preliminary pilot testing.  
Section VI. Other considerations

11.	Please provide information relevant to the kinds of questions below, and/or anything else you wish to share with us about this indicator (these indicators).

· Describe how the data for this indicator are being used (or will be used). 
· Are the data produced by this indicator actionable? 
· Who will use the data? 
· What kinds of decisions will be made using these data? 
· For what kinds of countries would the indicator(s) be most useful?
· Does the DHS survey offer any particular advantage over other available data sources for measuring this indicator? If so, what?
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
[bookmark: _30j0zll]The negative consequences of gender-based violence for health and well-being, in particular mental disorders such as anxiety disorders, mood disorders, substance abuse, and suicidal behavior, have been established in a number of studies, such as this one in Australia, this meta-analysis, and this multi-country study from WHO.  Experiences of sexual violence also affects sexual behavior in adults. Experience of sexual violence is a demonstrated public health threat to women.  However, the extent of this burden remains uncharacterized in a number of countries where DHS data are collected, and particularly so for men and boys.  DHS provides an opportunity to 1) assess the prevalence of experiences of sexual violence and sexual assault cross-culturally, 2) to examine whether these experiences correlate with health outcomes, and 3) to explore whether such associations vary by country or by demographic factors.  
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